Religious organisations —

Keeping children safe

Victoria’s child safety laws

In Victoria, there are laws that give children and young people the right to be safe in the places
they go and the activities they do. These laws include the Child Safe Standards and the
Reportable Conduct Scheme. Many organisations must follow these child safety laws. This
includes schools, sporting clubs, childcare centres and overnight camps for children, as well as
religious organisations and faith groups.

What are my religious organisation’s responsibilities?

Faith is an important part of life for many children and young people. Religious organisations and
groups have an important job to make sure they keep children safe from abuse, by following the
Child Safe Standards and the Reportable Conduct Scheme.

The Child Safe Standards mean organisations must take steps to stop child abuse and harm.
Under the Reportable Conduct Scheme, the head of a religious organisation has important steps
they must take to report and investigate allegations of child abuse or harm made about their
religious leaders, employees or volunteers.

At the Commission for Children and Young People, we help organisations follow the rules and
make sure they are keeping children safe from abuse. We have lots of information to help you on
our website. This includes videos and resources in many languages.

We must all work together to keep children and young people safe. For most organisations, there
is still more work to do to protect children from abuse.

How do you get started?
We recommend that you:

» visit our website to learn what is expected of your organisation. There are helpful resources
linked below or explore them all on our website: https://ccyp.vic.gov.au/resources/

» check what child safety policies and practices are already in place in your organisation

» make sure your organisation has a contact person for child safety issues, such as a child
safety officer

» talk about the Child Safe Standards and the Reportable Conduct Scheme with your
Management Committee

» make a list of what your organisation must do under the Child Safe Standards and the
Reportable Conduct Scheme — your organisation may need to write new policies or other
documents to help everyone follow the law and keep children safe.
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For more information

Béo cdo Hanh vi.

You can contact the Commission to ask any questions or for help with the Child Safe Standards or
Reportable Conduct Scheme:

( Telephone: 1300 782 978

#=7 Email: contact@ccyp.vic.gov.au

Visit the Commission’s website: www.ccyp.vic.gov.au

ﬁ If you need an interpreter, please call the Translating and Interpreting Service on 13 14 50
and ask them to contact the Commission for Children and Young People on 1300 782 978.

Subscribe for updates

Subscribe to the Commission’s email list to get updates and new resources to help you with child
safety: https://ccyp.vic.gov.au/contact/sign-up-for-commission-updates/
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