
1

Our youth, our way 
Inquiry into the overrepresentation of Aboriginal 
children and young people in youth justice

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS
The Commission for Children and Young People (Commission) has launched an independent inquiry named Our 

Youth, Our Way to investigate and provide solutions to the overrepresentation of Aboriginal children and young 

people involved with youth justice (Inquiry). 

The Inquiry builds on the work from the joint Koori Youth Justice Taskforce project, a partnership between the 

Commission and the Department of Justice and Community Safety. 

Through the Inquiry, the Commission is travelling across Victoria to interview Aboriginal young people and their 

families, to gather their experiences of being involved in youth justice. These consultations will inform our report 

that will make recommendations for reform. 

In addition to interviews, the Commission is inviting community organisations and advocacy groups to provide 

written submissions to further inform the Inquiry. Submissions can now be made. 

In particular, the Commission seeks submissions that address the following questions: 

1. What strategies and programs are working well in Victoria that help reduce youth justice 
involvement for Aboriginal young people, and why do they work? If available, please provide any 
data, evidence or evaluations in support. 

2. What systemic changes are required to reduce youth justice involvement for Aboriginal young 

people in Victoria? For example, discrete changes to legislation, early intervention and prevention, 
service delivery (child protection, health, education or youth justice), policing, courts, or detention. 

3. How could the system become more culturally appropriate in its responses to Aboriginal youth 
offending? For example, alternative methods to the ways remand, supervision or custodial orders 
are served. 

Submissions may have regard to the Inquiry’s terms of reference (detailed on the next page) at the discretion of 

those making submissions. It is not essential to have regard to the terms of reference. 

This submission process presents a unique opportunity for community organisations and other youth justice 

services and advocates to influence policy development in the Victorian youth justice system. The Commission 

looks forward to receiving responses to this important policy issue.   

TO MAKE A SUBMISSION 
• The deadline for submissions is 5:00pm on 25 October 2019. 

• Submissions are limited to 20 pages. 

• Please submit a soft copy by email (.pdf or word .doc) to kae@ccyp.vig.gov.au

• Further information about the Inquiry is available on the Commission’s website at 
www.ccyp.vic.gov.au

• Please direct queries to: 
Mr Jidah Clark 
Team Leader, Koori Youth Justice Taskforce 
Commission for Children and Young People 
E: Jidah.clark@ccyp.vic.gov.au   P: (03) 8601 5896 
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INQUIRY TERMS OF REFERENCE 

1. To identify systemic issues contributing to the overrepresentation of Aboriginal children and young 
people in the youth justice system.  

2. To examine the lived experiences of Aboriginal children and young people in the youth justice system.  

3. To determine the extent to which youth justice services, policy, practice and facilities: 

i. recognise and uphold the human rights of Aboriginal children and young people  

ii. are culturally safe and responsive to the unique needs of Aboriginal children and young people  

iii. address broader factors that may contribute to offending behaviours, including but not limited to 
intergenerational trauma, child protection intervention, disconnection from culture, country and 
community 

iv. address the overrepresentation of Aboriginal children and young people 

v. work together with the Department of Health and Human Services (Child Protection) to provide 
integrated support for Aboriginal children and young people who are under the statutory 
supervision or custody of Youth Justice and are Child Protection clients, especially those in out-of-
home care.

4. To determine the extent to which existing youth justice frameworks progress self-determination for 
Aboriginal communities by allowing them to provide community led solutions to youth offending and 
recidivism.


